Safety Advice

Radio Frequency Changes 2026

Attention all Network Users

Arc Infrastructure is updating its radio networks to comply with Australian Communications and Media
Authority (ACMA) regulatory changes. Under the Act, Arc operates its Network Communications
systems under ACMA-issued Apparatus Licences. This licence covers base stations; mobile and
portable radios used across rail operations.

As part of a long-term plan, all VHF radio services will be migrated to UHF radio channels. These
changes will be implemented alongside major network upgrades to maintain reliability and support
ongoing licence renewal.

After the transition, VHF channels will be deactivated, and all communications will operate solely on
UHF.

The next round of planned changes include:
Great Southern Railway (GSR) Line — first half of 2026

The GSR line currently utilises the ‘V71’ VHF radio network for radio communications. As part of the
upcoming upgrade, the Avon to Albany region will be divided into two separate channels, and two new
UHF radio networks will be introduced:

e Channel U118 - from Avon to Wagin.
e Channel U119 - from Wagin to Albany and Wagin to Moulyinning.

Midland Railway (MR) Line — second half of 2026

The MR line upgrade is planned in the second half of 2026. As part of the upcoming upgrade, the
following UHF upgrades to the radio network will be performed:

e Channel V74 will be upgraded to Channel U109 - from Millendon to Marchagee and Bolgart to
Miling

e Channel V84 will be upgraded to Channel U90 - from Mingenew to Dongara

e Channel V87 will be upgraded to Channel U99 - from Marchagee to Carnamah

Confirmed dates will be announced along with exact locations of the channel boundaries prior
to the changes taking effect.
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